
NEWS &
FEATURES

Reaching New
Heights

PAGE 1-2

Youth of the Year
Southeast Regionals

PAGE 4

The Class of 2022
PAGE 6

Reaching New Heights
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO PHILLIP BRYANT

At the heart of our mission, always,
is the desire to uplift our youth, an
endeavor that would not be
possible without the unwavering
support of our donors, sponsors,
and members of our community. 
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The transition from learning about our
organization to getting involved with our
organization has not gone unobserved.
The ever-increasing awareness of the Boys
& Girls Clubs of Central Georgia, who we
are, and what we do is reaching new
heights every day. In this second quarter
we rejoiced in the view granted by the
dedication of our generous supporters
and achievements of our young people. 

GEM Program
GEM has quickly become one of our
premier programs. This year GEM girls
attended a 3-day statewide leadership
summit in which our very own local and
state Youth of the Year winner, Aliayah
Simmons was one of the guest speakers.
With her words she empowered not only
our girls but girls across the state of
Georgia. 
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National Youth Outcome Indicators for 2021

Category
 

Overall  Club
Experience 

Safe, Positive
Environment 

Emotional Safety 
Physical Safety 

Supportive
Relationships

Adult Connections
Peer Connections

Fun and Belonging 
Fun

Sense of Belonging
Recognition

Encouragement
Influence

Opportunities and
Expectations

Opportunities 
Expectations

 National     BGCCG
 

     84%              92%
     
     94%              94%
     96%              97%  
     93%              96%

     78%              90%
     92%              96%
     68%              80%
     91%              93%
     92%              97% 
     89%              93%
     83%              91%
     90%              97%
     80%              86%

     91%              94%
     88%              92%
     94%              97%

Southeast Regionals
For the first time in 14 years our local Youth
of the Year winner won the state
competition and leveled up to the Southeast
Regional competition. Aliayah Simmons
shares her experience, 

Board Spotlight
Directly connecting our community with the
leaders of our organization continues to be
one of our priorities. This quarter we're
highlighting the Vice Chair of our board,
Renee Hope Bumpus. 

Class of 2022
Making sure our Club members move on to
the next school year and graduate on time
has always been a foundational part of our
mission. We congratulate our Club high
school seniors who became alumni of their
local high school and their Boys & Girls Club. 

During this quarter, the Boys & Girls Clubs of
America released National Youth Outcome
Indicators (NYOI) for 2021. The NYOI
measures a number of youth developments
and results for Boys & Girls Clubs across the
nation. Our own individual outcomes
displayed an average of 92.81% across all
categories in contrast to an 87.68% national
average. Not only are we proud of our
efficacious efforts, additionally we celebrate
surpassing our own outcomes from the
previous year with an 10.36% increase. 

We thank you for your interest, time and
contributions. We are grateful for the
opportunity to serve the youth of Central
Georgia and partner with you to enable all
young people, especially those who need us
most, to reach their full potential as
productive, caring, responsible citizens. 

Phillip Bryant
President & CEO
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GEM PROGRAM 

The Girls Empowering Movement (GEM) is a program
designed to increase middle school girls' physical activity
and fitness levels. Each Club member that participated
received a “swag bag” that included a fitness smartwatch,
a water canister, a T-shirt, and a journal to record their
notes. Ambassador leaders were also chosen at the start
of the program, giving some girls the opportunity to build
on their leadership skills. As an inaugural program this
year, GEM showed results. Club members made
significant progress and the program received rave
reviews. Over half the girls who took part in the program
started to play sports for their respective middle schools.
These sports included volleyball, softball, track and field,
and more. 

This year’s lead ambassadors received the opportunity to
attend an all-girls 3-day statewide leadership summit this
summer at the University of West Georgia. The peer
mediation among the girls helps them cheer on and
support each other as they grow and develop into the
women of tomorrow. The GEM program will have a
lasting positive impact on the lives of young girls for the
years to come. 

I CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE. I AM
CONFIDENT. I AM FREE TO BE

MYSELF. AND I AM A GEM GIRL.

Aliayah Simmons
2021-2022 Youth of the Year

GEM Summit



YOUTH OF 
THE YEAR
SOUTHEAST 
REGIONALS 
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When Aliayah Simmons from our Murphy Felton
Tindall Club was chosen by our local judges as
the Youth of the Year for Central Georgia, we
knew she was about to make a splash at the
state level competition. And she did! 

Aliayah was chosen to be the Youth of the Year
representative for the state of Georgia out of 22
candidates from across the state. She is the first
state champion from the Boys & Girls Clubs of
Central Georgia since 2013!

This past June, Aliayah went on to represent the
state of Georgia in the Southeast Regional Youth
of the Year competition. While there, she was
able to meet the state champions from states
across the southeast, she heard from the
leaders of top companies like Papa Johns, and
gave her speech to a panel of impressive judges. 

Aliayah not only represented the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Central Georgia well, she represented
that state of Georgia well. We are proud of all
that she has accomplished and all that lay ahead
of her.



Renee Hope Bumpus has been on the Boys & Girls
Clubs of Central Georgia's board for a little over eight
years now. This year, Renee has been enjoying her
time serving as Vice Chair for the board. 

"I try to bring a skill set of knowledge, previous
experience of sitting on boards," Renee says, "I bring
my humor, I bring any influence that I can give, any
support that I can give, be it financially or
volunteering. Whatever it is I answer the call for this
organization."

The Bumpi Group is a business development
marketing firm that helps manufacturers,
corporations, nonprofits, etc. As a business owner of
the Bumpi Group, Renee has established offices in
Macon, Atlanta, and Sydney, Australia. She has called
Macon, Georgia home for roughly 17 years now. 

Highlighting the mission and the story of the Boys &
Girls Clubs of Central Georgia is always exciting for
Renee. She is a firm believer in the vision and the
mission of the organization and is ecstatic about the
success of this organization with its leadership
because it’s forever changing and moving.

Renee Bumpus
BOARD SPOTLIGHT 
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"I am always
available and

accessible to this
organization

because it does
some wonderful
things for our

children in this
community."

 
- Renee Bumpus



The Class of 2022
Graduation is a time-honored tradition, when we celebrate the accomplishments and achievements of our
youth. Graduation acknowledges hard work and perseverance and is one way the Boys & Girls Clubs of Central
Georgia measures success. Part of our mission and the club experience is to ensure that every child in our clubs
moves on to the next grade on time and graduates from high school on time. We are proud to share this year's
Boys & Girls Clubs of Central Georgia graduating seniors with you! Congratulations Class of 2022!

ZANIYA DUNCANPHOENIX BLACKWELL JEFFERY LASTINGER JR.
Southwest  High School Metter High SchoolRutland High School

Zaniya will be attending
Middle Georgia State
University. She is an Alumni
of our Carl D. Thomas Unit
and plans to volunteer there
in the future. 

Phoenix attended our Carl
D. Thomas Unit. He plans
to attend a Historically
Black College or University
to study game design. 

Jeffery is excited to attend
Toccoa Falls College where he
will major in Music Education.
He is proud to have been a
member and employee of
our Candler County Unit. 

MIRIAM IMANI MARLIN JYREECE MCCRARY ALIAYAH SIMMONS
Metter High School Central  High SchoolWestside High School 

Miriam was a Candler County
Club member. She will be
attending East Georgia State
College. She plans to major in
Education to become an
Elementary School teacher. 

Jyreece is a Carl D. Thomas
Alumni and will be
attending Alabama State
University in the fall. 

Aliayah, our 2022 Youth of
the Year will be attending
Georgia State University
and majoring in
Journalism. She plans to
visit her Club, Murphy
Felton Tindall in the future. 
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WWW.BGCCG.ORG

INFO@BGCCG.ORG

@BOYSANDGIRLSCCG

@BGCCGA

277 MLK Jr. Blvd. Ste. 202
Macon, GA 31201

(478) 743-4153

Board of Officers
Jeff  Battcher,  Board Chair
James Frentheway,  Immediate Past Chair
Renee'  Bumpus,  Vice Chair
Justin Bradley,  Treasurer
Ivey Hal l ,  Secretary

Board of Directors
Rev.  Darrius Butler
Michael  Colbert
Verda Colvin
Juan Daniels
Ros Ferrel l
Emanuel Frazier
Don Griggs
Amanda Glover
Maria Hammett
Sam Henderson
Canaan Marshal l
Al isha Neal
Chris Paul
Brandon Raphael
Matt Shoemaker
Brenda Thomas
Mary Warren Brooks
Eric Wilson

CLAY SHOOT
Friday, August 26

Meadows Gun Club
& Shooting School
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UPCOMING
There are always ways to engage! Check out our upcoming events and visit our
website for more details on sponsorships, volunteering, or attending. 

THRILLER NIGHT RUN 
Saturday, October 29
Cherry Street Plaza


